United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/763,504 



01/22/2004 



Deborah K. Avis 



2352 7590 03/09/2006 

OSTROLENK FABER GERB & SOFFEN 
1 180 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS 
NEW YORK, NY 100368403 



P/3426-70 



7249 



EXAMINER 



TRAN, CHUC 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2821 

DATE MAILED: 03/09/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/763,504 


Applicant(s) 

AVIS, DEBORAH K. 


Examiner 

Chuc D. Tran 


Art Unit 

2821 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

This is a response to the Applicant's Amendment submitted on December 16, 2005. By 
virtue of this amendment, claims 1-23 are now remaining active in the instant application. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 8, 16, 19-22 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

- claims 8 and 22, line 1, "the motion sensor" change to - - the motion detector- - ; 

- claim 16, line 1, "a" (motion detector) change to - - the - -; 

- claims 19-21, line 1, "the microprocessor" change to - - the controller - -. 

3. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 12-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Scripps 
(USP. 5,432,500). 

Regarding claim 12, Fitzner disclose a small sized for insertion in a battery cavity (40) 
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between a load device and battery in Fig. 2 having an automatic shut off timing device whose 
action is inhibited by a motion detector (42) (Abstract). 

Regarding claim 13, Scripps disclose that an electronic switch (44) connected between 
the battery (40) to the load device (46) (Fig. 2); a timer (60); and a control circuit (50) to 
operated the electronic switch (44) (Fig. 2) (Col. 5, Line 1). 

Regarding claim 14, Scripps disclose that the switch (44) conduct the current between the 
battery (40) to the load (46) (Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 16, Scripps disclose that the motion detector (42) reset the timer during 
the timing period before shut-off (Col. 5, Line 48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the 
treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 15 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Graham et 
al (USP. 6,819,071). 
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Regarding claim 15, Graham et al disclose in Fig. 2 a self-contained electrical circuit, 
comprising: a battery (8T1), a timer automatically times out and shuts off the battery power to a 
load device at a predetermined time after load device is turn on (Abstract) (Col. 2, Line 6-20). 

Regarding claim 23, Graham et al disclose in Fig. 2 a self-container control module 
comprising: normally open circuit path (Jl, J2) coupled to power source (8T1) and a load device; 
an switch (Ql) connected in the normally open circuit path (Fig. 2), the switch being operable 
between ON/OFF the circuit path (Col. 2, Line 18)); a programmable master controller (U2) 
which is operable to: control the electronic switch (Ql) (Col. 2, Line 18); and provide a gradual 
transition between the conductive and non-conductive (Col. 3, Line 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-11, 17 and 18-22 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

9. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Prior art fails to disclose the combination of the limitations as set forth in the claims: a 
motion detector responsive to motion of the module to provide a reset signal for the timer, 
wherein the timer is operative when reset to initiate a predetermined timing interval; and the 
control unit is operative during the timing interval to maintain the electronic switch in the 
conductive state and in the non-conductive state as in independent claims 1 and 18. 

Regarding claims 2-11, 17 and 19-22 are allowable for the reasons given above because 
of their dependency status from independent claims 1 and 18. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
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fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Citation of relevant prior art 
10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Prior art Cheng (USP. 4,825,143) disclose digital meter automatic off power supply 
circuit. 

Prior art Fitzner (USP. 4,809,122) disclose self-protective fuel pump driver circuit. 
Prior art Nordholm et al (USP. 4,978,946) disclose personal security communication 
system. 

Prior art Park et al (USP. 5,787,917) disclose automatic earthquake gas shut off system. 
Prior art Novak et al (USP. 4,921,21 1) disclose method and apparatus for flow control. 
Prior art Higley (USP. 5,628,242) disclose gas grill with automatic shut off controlled by 
dynamic activity sensor. 

Prior art Broadhurst (USP. 6,316,880) disclose constant or variable brightness flashlight. 
Prior Chen et al (USP. 5,686,887) disclose electronic locating device. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chuc D. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-1829. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F Flex hours. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on (571) 272-1834. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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